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THE CHRIST CHILD'S MANGER.

Pretty but Obsolescent Feature of the
Latin Christmas,

All through the Italian and Hongn-
rian quarters in New York city may be
Ffound traces of the manger ot Christ-
mus tiwe.  The Italluns enll It the
“presepio,” whbich means mabpger; the
Liungarians the “Bethlehem."”

The munger s an excemdingly old
and luteresting devotion fn the Cutholie
countries of south Europe. St Franels
of Assisl, who wns burn in 1152 lu-
troduced it futo Maly, and it 14 stlll the
sign of Christmas in south Italy. as
miuclh ns holly lo the windows is the
slen of it In New York. It is not many
yoars since o earpenter could not be
had for weeks before Chiristinnas fn Na-
ples or Rome. They were nll busy put-
ting up miangers lu the houses of the
quality, while the poorer folk were
busy fabricating their own.

Tuls guaint old devotion s fuding
out of the cities of the mainland, but
in conservative Sleily it remains In full
force. Every family there still ereets its
presepio some time from the 1se to the
15th of December, It s not & manger
wlope but a whole mountain side, made
f the rough, fexible bark of the cork
tree.  Ponks and ertgs and precipices

| That nlght might vllags partnoer oliuse;

abound, with wlnding tralls, houses
and enstles of colormd enmdboards, for-
ests of ewergreen twigs and sumwetimes
tiuy pipes to furndsh brooks aod. lkes.
In the center is the grotto, with the
boly Tumily within, surfrounded by the
cattle. A shky of blue paper is streteh-
ed above, with the star of Rethlebem
upon it. Over the hills eome shepherds
beuring gifts to the faot, and, theugh
they are ln Sicilliin costume and carry
B Sicilian and wine upon
their doopkeys, they are all the more
interesting for fhat |
the prosepio fills only a

cormer, sometimes the whole side of a

o] clhigese

Aometimes

fecomding to the menns of the |

room,
fanlly It s kept year after year un-
til worn out, but it needs to be fresh-

ened up each year, always a welcome |
task to the mother and daughters of |
the house |
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iFIRST CHRISTMAS FEAST.%
A

The frst fenst to be celebrited on
Dec, 25 was establisbed by Comnnmodus,
emperor of Rome, who relgued about
IS5 yenrs the birth of Clrist
After that nre many references
in history to meetings of the new sect

who gnthoerad on iy

after

there

ealled Christings

day to celebrate the lirth of the God I
tiin It Is wot oudl 8 century dfter
the time of Cotnroodis that we #ind a
particginr relerence (o (e persecutions
that the Christlaps und ent ot the
hapds of the pamn emperors, colminat-
ing In 8 Christmas day musdere
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AN OLD TIME CHRISTMAS.

HE dumsel donned her kirtle ghven.

The holl was dressed with holly
Rreen.

Forth to the wood dld merry men
KO

To gather In the mistletoo.

Then opened wide the baron's hall
To vassal, tegunt, serf and ol
Power ladd his rod of rule nalde,
And deremony dofed his pride,
The helr, with poses in s shoos;

The loid underogating stuire

The vulgar game of post and palr,

AL el with uncontiolled dellzht

And general veoice the happy night

Tt to the cottage os the crown

HBrought tdings of salvation dowiy,

The fire with well dried logs supplied

Woent voaring up the chimney wide,

Tha huge hall nble's onken fivee,

Serutibed till It shune, the day o grace,

Hota then upon its nuasive board

No murk to part the squire and (ord

Then wog brought in the lusty brawn |

By old hue ¢oated serving man;

Then the grim bour's head frowned on
Tigh,

Crestod with bay and rosemary

Well ean the groen garbed ranger tell

How, when and where the monster fell:

Viat dogs before his dedth lie tore

And all the biting of the bout,

Fhe wossall round In goikd brown bowls,

Gorotshed with ribboms, blitholy trowls

Ihere the huge slrioin recked; hard by

Plum porvidgs stood and Christmas pie

Nor falled old Scotland to produce

At such high tide her savory goose

I oo the merry maskers in

And earols ronrsd with Withesoms din,

I unmetodious was the gong

It was n hearty pote and strong,

Who lists may In thely mumming see

Truces of anclent mysteiy

White shirts supplled the masquernde,

And smatted chiooiks thie vigoes mides,

But, oly, what muskers rlohly dighe

an bonst of Dosoms hulf so lght ?

Fngland was merry England when

O Chrtstiins brogght his sports agoln

“Twas Chrigtmas broachsd the mightiest

i .
“Twias Chrlgtmus told the morriest tale
AN sambol oft would «
roman'd heart throx

PO
yealk.
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AN UNORTHODOX CHRISTMAS,

WENT to spend the day with Ruse;
and then |
A Chrisumiyg greeting passed betwedn us |
two,
But 'twas nol “"Peave on ebrth, good will
to e |
We only said: “Good morning!™”
d'va do?

"llow ‘

A NI then Lo ber T offersd smilingly

< The present she expectad me Lo bring

There were no hunging hose, no Christ-
muas tree

The box was tled In paper with a string.

‘\‘15 Yule

didn't sit beside the log's
blaze
We just tvrmed on the radintor's steam.
And dinter, unlike those of storied days,
Guve no phun pudding, but some bisgue

jee cieum [
|

“‘1’-: dldn’t hear the church bells' solemn
toll,
And whon we had our Christmas even-
Ing lunch
We didn't have a ateeaming wassall bowl,
But just a Jug of ¢lmple claret punch.

\'\"‘Fl trampled on tradltions, T suppose, |
Yor one rite we observed with care—
but, no;
Although I well remember kissing Hose,
It wasn't under the mistietoe.
—Life.

A WONDERFUL TREE.
HERIE'S a wonderful tree, u won-
derfil tre, '
The happy childfen rejolee (o see,
Spreading its branches yewy by |
yanr,
It comes from the forest to flourish here ||
Oh, this wonderful tree, with lvs branches
wilde
1s always, s always blooming at Christ-
mastide!

But not for us children did this troe grow,
s strange. sweed fruit on each
laden bough
For those we love we have made with
chre |
Eaeh pretty thing yoi f2ee hanging there
May thus wonderful tree, with s branches

Vith

wide, |
Bring oy to our friends at Christmas-

tide! [
For r volee (8 telilng It boughs among i

Of the shephirds’ witch and the angels'

babe In the manger low—
LUl story of long neo, |
n i oredlanit star theew ity beams so
wiile I
blegssd firet Christmnstide

I'he

To Larald the

Fhen spr 5 bratehes, wonderful tree,
At by thee ples t thought 10 ma
Of him who came from 4 Nome quove, i

The richest gift of hls Falhar's love

Hy came to show us how to spread fur
and wide
Joys of
tide.

-“BOnNgN ar

the holy, sweet Christmas-

The

d Goames For Little Ones.'”

The Unlversality of Christmas,

Primartly, of course. Clhristmas Is a
religlous festival. 1o the Clrlsting,
with a slucere beliel [n the Christ, who
Is the foundativo rock of his rellgion,
datid pastor, eshort-

the words of priest

Ing his fdoek to olserve the day with
ceremonlal obwervances, tind a fervent
From every pulpit Is told

wnew each yedr the story of Wim with-
out whom Clhristmas had never been.
But Christmaas appenls alsp to the

s oS,

nonbellever In Christ, to the men and

women Who eannet subscribe conscl

eutivnsly to the doctrine of hig divin

Ity. It s trite, perliaps, to say that as
Christmas approaches the Christmas
spirit Is “in the aie”™ but it is troe

“Treace and good will’
athed niike

pone the less,
pervade the alr that is

s churchizoer and usonnttemdant

i

In the ble citles Christinug I8 cele
brated by Christian and Jew and Mo
hmmedan as well us by thuse with no
redlgion In the outermost corners of
the purth, wherever wen of Christing
faith have boroe the stnmdsrd of elvill
wation, the mutive hegtbhen In intimate

ntact with them feel the coming of
the splrdt nod rejolde

It Is we thint this shonld be zo, for
the =pirlt of Christmas s the spirit of

e il Hot ' T e | st, but In ohne's
[ Wb | AY s Inay share
it i e will By one may Onod o
the story of the fe that was lived In
(TRITN T3 eleen conturies ago, of the
Joath that & Wet o the oross and

e pesneraction that followied, some
f  porsor dication, some

thing of uplift

| ful to lnok o

EPRESENTING the Virgin, not | was his last Madouns, although he

ity U

mother, but as the ol puinted others prior to this tibe

I'he

powerful queen of the beayv-| Madouns was the fuvorite theme of

ons, descending  from  clouds
which are thewmselves composed  of
thousnuds of chepubis, Raphuael's Ma-
donng dl Sun 8isto, more comtionly
knowo as the Slstine Madonnn, ennks,
by universul cousent, as the greatest
pidnting In the world,

In the Virgin's arms
Chivist Chlld, whose thouglitful eyes
mwinke it appenr that be is fully oo
seiong of bis destiny iy Suvidus of ithe
workd,  Ou elther side St Sixms® 1
and =t Catherine kneel in  adors.
tlon of the queen of the beavens amd
the Christ Chilil, St Cathetine s
lowking down nt the two chernbs, which
form the bise of the pletureaad whilch
ure fnmilinr in populnr repreodociiops.

Sixtus 1L was Dishop of Rame feodl
S0T to 298 AL DN andd was inartyred -

der Vilerfun

IRaphnel Sanzio or Santl
In 1453, and this picture,
e, Wins o rr!-.,'lll'll-ll TWip yueurs intore
his death In 1520, Thus the artist was
thilrre-Nve vinrs old when the grentest

was born
his miasier-

there 18 the |

pulnters In the rennlssince era in Haly,
|sfurtim{ with Fra Angelico, Frn Bare

tolommes wnd others of the first palung- |

jers In this period and  peaching Its
|I||.'Ij.:ht with the completion of the
| Sistine Madonna by Hapliel.

| This Madonna was painted as an altoe
plece for the church of Sun Blsto at
Plneenzn. lu 1704 It was purchased by
the elector Augustns LI from  tha
| Benedictine mondstery snd s now the
property of the Royal gullery at Dres-
e,

Ruphuel, the netist, died of a fever at
Rome when bot chirty-seven yenrs old,
He was the son of au nrtist and studied
at ong time under Perugino.  In 1504

| Ruplmel went (o live In Florence, where
most of bis Madonngs were palnted
FHs fame vaphdly sprend anidl he was
enlled to Rome to decornte the Vitivan
Towanrd the end of his Hle, about the
| thme the Sisting Modonnn was com-
pleted, the arvtist developed hils own
Sivle pnd did his greatest work, Aside
from his ability o paint, Roaphael was
n tsalented urchitect

pleture of ol thees wis completed. 1t
h::“:::::::::::::::'.::!.“1“.'.‘.”.I
: CHRISTMAS IN +
. L
3 BETHLEHEM. ¥
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No piney do wll the world has a
greater ntorest o the Christmnsg sea.

son thaw Bethlebem  The normnk page
nintion of the town whure Christ was
bDorn In less than 5000, but doring
Christinns week it becotmes 8 great
cosmopulitan center of 30,000 or G000
soitls, all eaged fto pas hisosze to the
e hullowed by the Saviour's birgh.

In Bethilehem people are bronght fnce
o face with the wonderful scenes
which nre but feebly kuown Lo the rest
ul the worlil,  Here they may see the
pliave where the thiree wise wen of the
enst halted after thedr lopg Journes
Here they worshilp the sholoe Inclosing
the munger In which Christ was horm,

They walk along the same roed fol-
lowed by the Virgin Mary in ber jonr
ney o the ancient eity. They
bulldings and ralus which the eves of
the Iufant Christ s The
iy ey, erescent shoped nmd beantd
with the reni
itlew which the rest of the world cele
hrutes

Ll
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IN FRENCH CHURCHES.
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CHRISTMAS IN i
L
OTHER LANDS.
B i T e -i*'l"i--;;
Many Amerloun children of
parcitige know solsething of Christ
mas custolns o at least ope European
country, buving LDoéwn told by theic
elders, but for the mwost purt our hoys
and girls Know llktle of the day except
in thelr own land,

In Sponin it Is the custom io let out of
prison muny of the short time prison
ers ok Christions eve, also to permit a
few of the soldiers to go home on Mar-
lough, Ounly bidod relutions eat in the
house on Christings eve or Christimag
day. It s # genernl belief that ere
midnight om Christionns eve the Virgin
comes, bedring 4 blessing., There is a
midpight mns2 In the churches, and
other mnsses follow,

A few yours ago In England It was
the custom after the Christmas dinner
to pull bonbon ernckers and to wear
the grotesgue caps nnd masks that
cnme with them  In other ways the
celebratlon s very miuch as with ns

Goud cheer Is the rale in Ireland, and
holly nnd vy are seen on every hand
A miidnight moss Is celebrnted. onnd
wmnswes follow through the night and
all of which are largely at

R N

loreign

morning.

Christman Mass Always Well Attend-

ed—Bervices Ary Unigue, |

]

In Parls Chiristmins dny I kept as o
rellgions fesdival, and wany whn pever |
Ao of gotie o chureh o poy oter
dny In the year mnke it o polnt of ng [
tending gnss gn e Jour de Noel. and
The Biliize of the pers Ialls on erowd. |
(B} O Dos TS Witiien it |

Il 1] iz, sitting and staedd |
Inz in the wide nren of the Mudoeleine |

] Natre I |

Midnkeht mnss Is Nedd on Christmns
eV L waxen Lpuge oF fhe IMfint
sSuviome Hes upon 4 Hitle hateh of '—"_itl

frmw in & cave hbullt of minlatre |
wtopis  The Virgln auber Raeels oter
ths ikl and to quate verse from
ane o1 the gquplntest olild coarols
-1} bever 1w ear wanmy e hija.
o LT ] nlm BTad  pratect f mplhe

il |
Often the three wise men are ndded, |

bearing oerings In Lthelr bands,

The religlons element prdom
RIch weed poor ghikie Bive ginise
The dny

tended
Inntes
for thelr Christngs dnner.

| follow!ing Christimas I8 devoted 1w ath

leties, fun amd frolic

The eslebration of Chrlstmas 1s not
yet the Nlpponese
thelr own, Ha
uud he I8 supposed

% to the ehildren not

general du Japon

hnve n Santn Clans of

is the i
o glve good th

alome, but the year around

On one diny
Christinas Fortune Telling,
Bacholots nnd silusters in Bobemia
desirons of seving the fentures of thelir
future matrimonial mate cut & hole in
the foe of a river or pond at miduoight
of Christinas ail peer Into the
bhinck water bheneuath It belief
that the fare of the one the experi
menter is to marey will then
vigible ax in a wmirror. A combination
of falth ond Imagination is
to wake the spell work successlually.

ave
i= the

ecome
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|

THE CHRISTMAS PROB-
LEM SOLVED AT

BORG'S

The immensity of our new stock
permits the greatest latitude of se-
lection, whether it be a simple and
and inexpensive article, or the more
ornate patterns of higher price.

Dinmonds, Watehes, Jowelry,

Silverware, Cnt Glass, Cloeks,

Umibrellas, Ivory Toilet Ware,

Our store will be open evenings for

g M x“‘-'i"ll'it'r-_:. and ete.
? LJ

at our display.

The Chrlstmns Spireit,

Chilstimis s a gowl fnstitution, be It
exumlned From any augle. The Chrlst-
Ohis spivit Is one to foster il cocours
e, It tecans unseltishuess, cliarclty,
penee, lbervallty, good cheer, all desir
bbby Crades o themselves and all tend-
g to make e world o better place.

While: the Christmus hollilny Is a
Christlon Institution In no one
rellgion lolds o muonepoly of the Christ-
mas splreit, It Is oommon W all vell-
it i o muke
others Buppler, an elfort to better con-
ditions for munkiod. It menns sharing
youe fortiine. oo matter how
small the purtions way be, It Is the
essenee of the Golden Rule.

Wilitle one ¢un do much good to oth-
[{ITh

e,

clons, FREHT AT striving

tEao)

ers by the radistion of Chitlstmas
spirit, the g

Nu mian cau bestow a girt, elther

zoodd s done e one

well,
tietevial wre spiritud), on pnothed with-
out bepefiting Wimself. Tle wust ele-
vty Nlthsell by the of the
eimolions that Christinas culls forth,
nnd this elevation st lie more or less

Bxerelse

prerinnnent
ferent one duy In the yeir from what
Ue i the other 264 duye.

So Dlessed be the spirit of Chrlst-
s Exercise (v during the closing
days of December and you ean't help
but be the better for it, und you ean't
help but continue its benevolent Influ-
ences during the months that follow.

e
A CHRISTMAS DREAM.
PREAMED a one Christmans

ove,

The strangest ohe, sou may belleve,

"T'was of & world divinoly falr

Beyond the blue, far off, somewhers,
There griof and tears were all unknown,
And love suprems relgned on the throne,
Ah, such a Joyful, gladsome world,
Where sorrow’s bolts were never hurled!
Here faces gaunt with poverty
Deride the rieh in mockery.

drenm

All equal thoro were vach to each,

The best within & paupec’s roach.

No surging, crushed, downtrodden masses;
No prowd, ellte or clan made claymes;

No seasoned Jovas for just u few

In this falr vealm beyond the bue:

No stalklng want with pltecun yolee;

No poor to feed. Al had thelr cholee

Of that which seemeth just and good.
All things wore rightly understood,

No broken bearts or racking puin;
No avaricious, blood hought gain:
No grasping. grinding, selfish gresd
That tother's welfare doth pot hesd
All things wese perfect an the love
That ruled this spotives world above.

Were this sad world Hke to my dream
And love rubikl adl, s right supreme,
Al where the ahution for kindly dewds?
Ware there no poar ta viles thelr nends,
Wern such a state sublimely true,

O, where the gobd that we might do?t
Were there no foces dowed with tears,
Whers, then, the solace of the Years?
It this worlil knew no grief, 0o cire,
'8 burden share?

Could we our brothe

Ah would lose much of lts worth
Were there no charity on earth!
Perbaps "tis botter as it in

Than in realmes of perfoct biles,
Far out of evll cometh gooil

When God is rightly aunderstood,

And since we Hve mild toll and care
And not In haleyvon dreams somewhers
Uplift and help thy fellow mian

And do the grewtest good you ean

To make this world like that above,
Controlied and wwayed by Chrietly love,
—Howard L. Wentwerth,

love

live

No wan ean be much dif- |
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City Vleat Market

KINSMAN & HALL, Proprietors

Beef, Pork, Mutton, Veal,

SUGAR CURED HAMS

Try Some of our Sausage.

| hng il bean a play; but, even so, the

your convenience; call in and look

% Engraving Free During Helidays

A

A GIFT,

HAT ehnll 1 send you fom
Christmans, deur?
What cun a peunlless rimester
Hend
But thy wish thoat when skies
nre lled with glooin
For yoit blithe April buds may bloom
And that every throb of the heart of you
By whisper of doys whon the akivs were
bie?

Ul I send you for Christmas,

wn e Criendless minstrel send
But the priyer that when days drag drear
anll long

Your heart wiil ping snstches of sweetest
LT T

And that evory Huke of the Yuletide's
K1

May speak of the deoams of the Jong ngo?

What sball T wend you for Christmuy, my
-

What con w looely bardling wend

But the wish that when ife grows dark
pned elaiil

The rosed of summer may Woom (or you

Aud e moods when the fond old dreams
sl ellng fo you

That the Lirds moy return, my swest, and
sing Lo you?
—Irving Dillon In Life.

The Day After Chreistmas,

A gtneelul finish is ope of the most
touches of uny successfal
venture, The plouist does not drop his
hands abruplly from the keys as svols
8 he hus played the last note, but
hohlls them there 4 moment longer un-
!l the mosic dies asway., Diners out
would be lndignant if the table were
whisked the moment the last
mouthiul was swullowed,  They find
the lingering on a little while over the
volfes and puts mose delightful,

Christmus s too benotiful and too
golemn a festival to drop in this basty
fashion the woment the cloek strikes
midnight, uny which
needs sspecial preparation alse needs
an adequite closing, and particulirly
Is this true of these thiugs whose val-
ue lies I sentiment

Thers are many things to be done
alter Christins,  There are letters to
b written, bouses to be put In order,
gifts to be arranged, and every one of
the countiess detalls may be done el-
ther with graee or without It. In the
thenter the Aoal curtnin falls with fit-
ting dignity or npproprinte gayety. It

essential

elean

for necision

actors do not walk off safter the last
wand ks sald und allow the stage hands
to rosh on. That would offend the
mood  of the audlence. How mupch
truer this Is of svmething which Is not
& piay, but & very real part of life!

The days nfter Clristmas should be
as mystical {n thelr way as were the
dnys before Christmas The ornpments
that deckied the tree should put
awany with the same care and pleasure
with which they were brought out, the
greens thken down with the same mer-
rimenf that accompanied thelr going up.
The aftergiow I8 sometimes the most
beauntiful purt of the spuset, nnd some-
Umes it is even more beautiful than
the suuset ltself,

e




